
Planning for the Future 
 
In this document are suggestions generated by a few teachers from MacLean and 
Rossland Secondary School.  They are not necessarily suggestions supported by all 
teachers from these schools. 
 
The teachers from MacLean and RSS would like to thank the board for giving us this 
opportunity to add input into the Planning for the Future Process.  We appreciate the 
suggestions already in the original document and would encourage you to pursue those 
suggestions, which do will not result in school closure or school reconfiguration. 
 
As two schools who seem to be the target of change when there are budget constraints we 
would ask that the board not look at closing either of our schools as a solution to the 
projected budget deficit. We as teachers are trying to look at this planning process as an 
opportunity for change that could generate new innovative ideas that will create better 
education throughout the district and put us on a path to educational leadership.  We do 
not believe that closing schools in any community will benefit the overall goals of our 
district. 
 
 
Suggestions 
 

1) Investigate video conferencing courses between the 3 high schools.  This was 
talked about years ago, however we believe the time is ripe for us to reexamine 
this possibility.  Courses such as Literature 12 and Geography 12 (and many 
more) are often under subscribed in all three high schools.  However collectively 
these courses could run more often (possibly every semester) and meet the needs 
of our diverse student populations. Offering courses online through video or a 
Web CT format with a roving teacher would be of great benefit to all three high 
schools and would still provide the expertise and interaction of a master teacher to 
students in our district. These courses could also be offered to other districts 
within BC or to International Students abroad.  You could offer these as 
International Baccalaureate (IB) courses or as BC curriculum courses.  

 
Additionally, this technology could be used in the elementary schools to access 
expertise from teachers at different schools.  It would provide an opportunity for 
collaboration, exchange of ideas and the ability for teachers to observe one 
another in action. 
 

2) Switch from a breakeven mandate for Academies and the International Program 
to a revenue generation mandate.  These programs already have some momentum 
behind them and with a change in mandate and some expansion (ie. golf, cross 
country skiing, soccer, art, and even (IB) programs) they could become significant 
revenue generators.  

 



3) Investigate the possibilities of expanding our online learning programs through 
out the district.  We have many people in our district who have been working with 
online programming.  We would encourage the board to look at current programs 
already being used in our district including CoolSchool and Plato and to look at 
management systems such as Moodle and Mentor in order to offer a number of 
online courses.  We also suggest that the board look at LearnNowBC,  eTwinning 
(used in Europe) as well as programs which use Synchronous activities in order to 
expand online learning opportunities.  There are many districts offering courses 
online to students in our districts that we could be offering ourselves; this is 
unacceptable.  We must be proactive in our approach.  As a district we must 
continue to create and offer quality course that are accessible not only to our 
students, but also to students outside of our district! 

 
4) Create a product that parent’s who home school their children want to access. 

Invite them into electives within schools.  Invite them to join the band, take art, 
drama or other courses that may be difficult to deliver in isolation.  Offer to rent 
them space in the school such as the Science Labs for experiments. 

 
5) Coordinate efforts with the Ministry of Family and Children and or other 

community support groups to provide counseling and other services within the 
school.  Share services, space etc. 

 
6) Investigate the cost saving measure of switching to alternative energy sources 

within our buildings.  Access grants for “green technology” to offset costs of 
renovations or the construction of new buildings. 

 
Items more specific to the Rossland Community. 
 

7) Investigate the possibility of French Immersion in Rossland to access additional 
federal funding. 

 
8) Offer the Francophone school space within MacLean or RSS.  This will allow the 

School District to sell of the MacLean Annex. 
 
9) Rossland Secondary is an integral part of the community.  Within two months it 

has hosted or will host two Dance recitals; a musical production, a variety show; a 
wine tasting festival; a fundraising dance; a music concert; a drama production as 
well as numerous sporting events and community meetings.  Without question it 
is the most important building in our community.  The community is clear that 
they want to maintain K-12 education and they are willing to work with teachers, 
schools and the board to insure that happens.  

 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity. 
 
Deb Dovgala, Kim McKinnon, Terry Marshall, Christine Demarco and Jill Spearn 


